 Little Shell Citizen PETITION 

To Convene Little Shell Arbitration Panel of Elders to investigate and rule upon 2004 Tribal Council Election board infidelities.
To the Currently seated Little Shell Tribal Council (LSTC):

REQUESTED ACTION: We, the below signed Little Shell enrolled tribal members, are requesting that the LSTC convene an Arbitration panel of Elders as detailed in the election procedures to settle the below listed election protest and voting irregularities.  We request this panel to sit as an official Sovereign Tribal Court to investigate and make binding rules for the Little Shell Tribe of Chippewa Indians of Montana.  We request that this panel be formed in accordance with our Tribal Constitution, United States Constitution and the guidelines outlined in DOI/BIA Code of Federal Regulations Title 25.  This panel is needed since the actions and the bias of the election board have been called into question as part of the official election protests and they thereby cannot rule on these issues as a neutral body:

1) To investigate and rule upon complaints and issues brought up in formal protest by candidate for Vice President, Darryl Olson.
2) To investigate and rule upon published Election Regulation and Tribal Constitution violations by the Election board in allowing an ineligible candidate to run for and sit upon the council as detailed in Darryl Olson’s official election protest.

3) To investigate and rule upon changes to the election rules and regulations by the Election board after the start of the Election without notification to Tribal members in accordance of Department of Interior (Bureau of Indian affairs) guidelines and our Tribal Constitution.

4) To investigate and rule upon alleged illegal action by election board by their alleged inappropriate extension of ballot deadline for only 63 absentee ballots and exclusive ballot extension for Spokane Washington area members only.
5) To investigate and rule upon Violation of Tribal nepotism Policy by planning to seat two immediate family members on the Tribal Council without doing appropriate research of publicly noted tribal policy and past practices.

6) To investigate and rule upon the Alleged Civil Rights violations by the Election Committee Chairman and the Webmaster of the Little Shell Tribe Official Website (http://www.littleshelltribe.us) against a candidate for Tribal Council Office, namely Darryl Olson, by preventing Mr. Olson from posting his official complaint upon the message board provided by the Tribal Council to Tribal Members, and also their violation of Mr. Olson’s 1st amendment rights to free speech and redress of complaints guaranteed to him by the Tribal Constitution and the United States Constitution and making such action without the authorization of the Tribal Council. 

7) To Investigate and rule upon the Alleged Civil Rights Violations by the Election Committee Chairman and the Webmaster of the Little Shell Tribe Official Website (http://www.littleshelltribe.us) against a candidate for Tribal Council Office, namely Darryl Olson,  by making written threats against this candidate for office if he attempted to protest any action against the election.
8) To make a binding decision on whether or not the actions by the Election Committee and others merit a full reelection in accordance with our Tribal Constitution, US Constitution, and Federal law.

9) To make a binding decision, while sitting as a tribal court, that individual members of the tribe involved in this election are to be legally tried and convicted before the tribal court for their actions in the election in accordance with our Tribal Constitution, US Constitution, and Federal law.

10)  To investigate and rule upon violation of Tribal Members civil rights guaranteed in the Little Shell Tribal Constitution and   United States Constitution by the following:

a. Failure of the Election board to conduct the Tribal Election in accordance with our Tribal Constitution, United States Constitution, and guidelines set out by the Secretary of the Interior rules as outlined in Code of Federal Regulations Title 25, Chapter 1, Part 81 as directed to by our Tribal Constitution and Federal Law.
b. Alleged violation of the Civil Rights of ALL Little Shell Tribal members by the Election board by failing to properly notify Tribal members of the Election itself.  Instead of using the Tribal Rolls to notify members of the Election and register all eligible Adult members by direct mailing in accordance with DOI/BIA Election Guidelines, the Board instead relied upon newsletter subscription list, an obscure Internet bulletin board, and “Word of Mouth” to disseminate Official Election information.  The Election board did so in violation with DOI/BIA Guidelines as directed to by our Tribal Constitution and Federal Law.
c. Alleged violation of the Civil Rights of ALL Little Shell Tribal members by the Election board by failing to follow it’s own Election Rules and Regulations and changing those rules in the course of conducting the election and after the election has been held.  Failing to notify Tribal Members by Direct mailing of these changes in accordance with DOI/BIA Guidelines as directed to by our Tribal Constitution and Federal Law.

d. Alleged violation of the Civil Rights of Little Shell Tribal Members in the Spokane area by failing to ensure the Election Polling place was open to eligible voters in accordance with DOI/BIA Guidelines as directed to by our Tribal Constitution, US Constitution, and Federal Law.
e. Alleged violation of the Civil Rights of Little Shell Tribal Members who requested absentee ballots by either not returning the requested voting ballot to the Tribal Member or sending requested ballots out 12 days after official deadline as stated in the Election Rules.

f. Other violations and illegal actions the Arbitration Board may find in the course of its investigation.

By signing below, we, the enrolled tribal members are asking the tribal leadership to address these issues in a tribal forum.  We ask the leadership to convene the Arbitration Panel of Elders to investigate and rule upon the irregularities as noted above and to make the rulings of the panel binding upon the leadership and the members of the Little Shell Tribe of Chippewa Indians of Montana. We also ask that the Panel do so in a thorough and professional manner consistent with the sovereignty of our people and tribe.

SEND SIGNED ORIGINAL PETITIONS TO:

Little Shell Tribe of Chippewa Indians of Montana

Attn: Tribal Council

P.O. Box 1384

1807 3rd Street NW #35

Great Falls, MT 59403

Or FAX Petition to: (406) 452-2982

You are authorized to make copies of this Petition to send to Fellow Enrolled Tribal Members, If you mail Petition to Tribal Council, Please make a copy to keep in your personal records in the event the original get’s “Lost”.  This Version of the Petition is for Individual Signatures
You may download a Group version of Petition along with supporting documents (Election Protest, Letters of Disenfranchisement, DOI/BIA Regulations, Election Rules and Changes, etc…) on the Internet at:  http://www.LittleShellTribe.com/election2004
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